Observations.
Observations.
(1) The quantity of pus evacuated was extraordinary, amounting to a little over two pints.
(2) Death was due to cardiac and respiratory failure.
(3) A marked feature of the case was the early onset of intravascular thrombosis throughout the body. (4) The emptiness of the heart and lungs may be explained by the great suction action exercised by the inferior vena cava when it was relieved of the great pressure of the abscess pressing upon it.
It may be inferred from the conditions observed in this case that?
(5) Stitching the liver to the abdominal wall in order to shut off the peritoneal cavity is not a safe procedure in cases where the abscess is large and the glandular tissue friable.
(6) In the process of aspiration that part of the needle traversing the abdominal wall is for practical purposes a fixed point, while the part in the friable liver and abscess cavity is not so fixed as one would imagine.
(7) Destruction of the major portion of the liver is not incompatible with life.
Holding these facts in mind, consider the effect on the liver occasioned by the respiratory movements.
The liver moves up and down during respiration; this motion causes the mobile portion of the needle to tear through the liver and thus favours peritoneal extravasation.
